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This document is provided for general, public education. It is not legal advice or applicable to all situations. It is 

guidance only and not binding on any person or government agency. Parties before the RHC are strongly 
encouraged to retain their own attorney. A list of legal service providers is available. 

WHAT HAPPENS AT A RHC HEARING? 
When a case is appealed to the D.C. Rental Housing Commission (RHC) from the Office of 
Administrative Hearing (OAH), it is reviewed by a panel of three judges. The date and time of 
the hearing will be provided to you by the Clerk of the Court. Here’s what you need to know 
about what happens at the hearing.  

HEARING ROOM 

1. Hearing Room Layout 
• Tables: There are two tables in the hearing room: one for the appellant (the side that 

filed the appeal) and one for the appellee (the side responding to the appeal). If you are 
unsure where to sit, the Clerk of Court will help you. The appellant sits at the table 
closest to the door and the appellee sits at the table closest to the windows.  

• Judges: the three judges sit on the bench, facing the parties to listen and ask questions. 
• Public: All RHC hearings are open to the public and recordings are posted online.  

2. Beginning of the Hearing 
• Chief Judge: The Chief Judge will call the hearing to order, announce the name of the 

case, and then ask the parties to identify themselves. The Chief Judge will explain the 
rules for presenting arguments.    

3. What can you argue? 
• Issues to Address: The appellant should discuss all issues raised in the notice of 

appeal and written briefs, explaining why any issues of law or fact were wrongly 
decided by OAH. The appellee should do the same, explaining why the OAH order 
should not be reversed. 
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• Questions from Judges: Judges may ask questions at any time during the hearing 
to help them understand your case. If there are a lot of questions, the Chief Judge 
may let a party speak more than the normally allotted 20 minutes.  

4. Presentation of Arguments 
• Time limits: Each party has 20 minutes to present their argument. 

§ Appellant: The appellant speaks first and may reserve up to 5 minutes for 
“rebuttal” (i.e. responding to anything the appellee says). 

§ Appellee: The appellee speaks after the appellant and has no time for rebuttal.  
• Speaking: Each hearing table has a microphone for recording. Only the parties or their 

attorneys involved in the case may speak. Do not interrupt the other party while it is their 
time to speak, even if you disagree with something they say. 

• Documents: You may have notes and documents for your reference. The RHC judges 
have the full record of your case and WILL NOT accept new documents, testimony 
from witnesses, or evidence at the hearing. 

5. What can you argue? 
• Issues to Address: The appellant should discuss all issues raised in the notice of 

appeal and written briefs and explain why any issues of law or fact were wrongly 
decided. The appellee should do the same and explain why the OAH order should not be 
reversed. 

• Questions from Judges: Judges may ask questions at any time during the hearing to help 
them understand your case. If there are a lot of questions, the Chief Judge may let a party 
speak more than the normally allotted 20 minutes.  

• No Post-Hearing Briefs: No written arguments may be submitted after the hearing. 

6. Additional Information 
• Final Order: A decision on your case will not happen the day of your hearing. After the 

hearing the judges will issue a written decision. 
• Rescheduling: Requests to change the hearing to a new date (called a “continuance”) 

must be submitted to the Clerk of the Court in writing. Requests made at the hearing will 
not be accepted except in an emergency. 

• Failure to Appear: If the appellant does not show up, the RHC may dismiss the case, 
leaving the OAH order unchanged. 

• Interpreter: If you need an interpreter, you or your legal counsel must notify the Clerk of 
Court well in advance of your hearing date. 

 
About the Rental Housing Commission 

This guide has been prepared by the D.C. Rental Housing Commission (RHC). The RHC is an 
independent agency of the D.C. Government, established by the Rental Housing Act of 1985. It 
is comprised of three members nominated by the Mayor and confirmed by the Council. The 
RHC: (1) decides appeals in certain landlord-tenant disputes; (2) issues regulations to implement 
the Rental Housing Act of 1985, as amended; and (3) publishes annual notices about rent 
increase limits for rent controlled units.  
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The RHC strives to make D.C.’s complex rules about rental housing accessible and 
understandable to everyone. As an appellate court, the RHC cannot directly advise anyone about 
their legal rights and obligations. RHC representatives will do their best to answer any questions 
about this guide, but they can only provide general information or help you locate other available 
resources.  

             You can contact the RHC at: 
441 4th Street, NW 
Suite 1140-B North 

Washington, DC 20001 
(202) 442-8949 

https://rhc.dc.gov 
RHC.Clerk@dc.gov 
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