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Good afternoon, Dan.
 
Below please find AOBA’s statement on the Second Rulemaking on the Rental Housing Act. Overall,
we thank you for your work and believe the singular issue set forth below is easily addressable.
  Thank you for your attention to this matter.
 
"This statement is on behalf of the Apartment and Office Building AssociaGon of"This statement is on behalf of the Apartment and Office Building AssociaGon of
Metropolitan Washington.  AOBA firmly opposes the current rule set forth by the RentalMetropolitan Washington.  AOBA firmly opposes the current rule set forth by the Rental
Housing Commission regarding proof of service within 5 days. While we understand theHousing Commission regarding proof of service within 5 days. While we understand the
importance of ensuring proper documentaGon, the pracGcality of this requirement isimportance of ensuring proper documentaGon, the pracGcality of this requirement is
untenable.untenable.
  
Firstly, obtaining an affidavit from a process server and filing it within such a shortFirstly, obtaining an affidavit from a process server and filing it within such a short
Gmeframe is simply not feasible. It adds unnecessary pressure and complexity to anGmeframe is simply not feasible. It adds unnecessary pressure and complexity to an
already demanding process. AddiGonally, the administraGve burden of ensuringalready demanding process. AddiGonally, the administraGve burden of ensuring
compliance within this Gght window can hinder landlords' ability to effecGvely managecompliance within this Gght window can hinder landlords' ability to effecGvely manage
their properGes.their properGes.
  
We propose a more balanced approach. One opGon could be to waive the requirement forWe propose a more balanced approach. One opGon could be to waive the requirement for
the affidavit of service altogether, as filing a copy of the noGce within 5 days of servicethe affidavit of service altogether, as filing a copy of the noGce within 5 days of service
should suffice in demonstraGng compliance. AlternaGvely, if addiGonal documentaGon isshould suffice in demonstraGng compliance. AlternaGvely, if addiGonal documentaGon is
deemed necessary, extending the Gmeframe to 14 calendar days a[er service woulddeemed necessary, extending the Gmeframe to 14 calendar days a[er service would
provide housing providers with a more reasonable window to fulfill this requirement.provide housing providers with a more reasonable window to fulfill this requirement.
  
By adopGng a more flexible and pracGcal approach, we can ensure that housing providers,By adopGng a more flexible and pracGcal approach, we can ensure that housing providers,
large and small, can fulfill their obligaGons without undue hardship. We hope the Rentallarge and small, can fulfill their obligaGons without undue hardship. We hope the Rental
Housing Commission will consider these suggesGons and work with stakeholders toHousing Commission will consider these suggesGons and work with stakeholders to
implement changes that benefit all parGes involved."implement changes that benefit all parGes involved."
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